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Medicare and Medicaid are two of the best-known government programs in the United States. They have appeared in the news quite a bit recently, often mentioned during discussions about the Affordable Care Act. Numerous Virginians rely on these medical-assistance programs. Out of roughly 8.4 million residents of the commonwealth, over 1.3 million are enrolled in Medicare, and at least another 1.3 million in Medicaid. 1 With so many people affected by these programs, an attorney may find a client asking for help with them. Happily, there are several resources lawyers can use to get an orientation in this area of law.
Medicare and Medicaid are often discussed together, but they are actually two separate programs. Medicare, mainly designed to assist elderly people and people with disabilities, is run by the federal government. Medicaid, primarily intended to help people with low income, is jointly operated by the federal and state governments. Some of the resources listed here cover both programs, while others focus on one or the other. If your office does not have access to the resources listed here, your local academic or public law library may have them.
Medicare + Medicaid
The attorney who wants one source that covers both programs has a couple of options. 
Got an Ethics Question?
The VSB Ethics Hotline is a confidential consultation service for members of the Virginia State Bar. Non-lawyers may submit only unauthorized practice of law questions. Questions can be submitted to the hotline by calling (804) 775-0564 or by clicking on the "E-mail Your Ethics Question" link on the Ethics Questions and Opinions web page at www.vsb.org/site/regulation/ethics/.
